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The Great North Innocence Project provides free legal help to applicants who 

are innocent of the crime(s) for which they were convicted. In order to be considered 

for assistance, you must meet the following criteria: 

 
✓ You were convicted in Minnesota, North Dakota, or South Dakota, or in 

federal court in one of those states.  
✓ Your trial and direct appeal are over and final. If your case is still going 

through trial or appeal, we cannot help yet.     
✓ You are actually innocent. You were convicted of a crime you did not 

commit. You were not involved in the crime at all.  Maybe the crime never 
happened, or someone else did it.   

✓ There is new evidence that shows you are innocent. This means the 
evidence was not used and not available at the time of your trial or in earlier 
appeals.   
 

If you did not do the crime, please fill out this form in its entirety. You do not need to send us 

any court papers right now. Just complete this form and return it to us.  

Please print clearly or type your answers. If you don’t know the answer to a question, just write 

“I don’t know.” If you need more space, feel free to include answers on separate pages. Your 

answers help us decide if we can take your case.   

1. Fill out this form.  

2. Sign the Release and Authorization page.  

3. Mail everything back to us at:  

 

Great North Innocence Project  

229 19th Ave S, Suite 285 

Minneapolis, MN 55455  
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ABOUT YOU  

 

Full Name:                 

Offender ID (OID) #:     Date of Birth:        

Current Facility:                

Street Address:              

City, State, Zip:              

Prison Counselor or Case Worker:           

First Language:              

Are you of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish Origin?  ☐ Yes ☐ No 

What is your race? (Mark one or more that apply) 

American Indian, Native American, Indigenous or Alaskan Native ☐ 

Asian ☐ 

Black or African American ☐ 

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander ☐ 

White ☐ 

Other:               

Prefer Not to Answer ☐ 

If you identified as Native American, American Indian, or Indigenous, and you feel comfortable 

sharing, please tell us your tribal affiliation or Indigenous nation:       

Highest Grade Completed in School:           

Please check yes or no for each question: 

Can you read in English? ☐ Yes ☐ No 

Can you write in English? ☐ Yes ☐ No 

Is someone helping you fill out this form? ☐ Yes ☐ No 

Do you have any vision or hearing issues? ☐ Yes ☐ No 

Do you use sign language? ☐ Yes ☐ No 
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Do you have any disabilities you want to tell us about?   

              

               

Are you currently represented by an attorney in connection with your conviction?  ☐ Yes ☐ No 

If yes, who?              

Why do you need our help (if you do not know, please write “I don’t know”)? 

 I am in prison for doing something illegal, but: 
 I did it to defend myself; 
 I did it because I was drunk or high; 
 I did it because someone forced me to do it; 
 The sex was consensual; 
 What I did was not illegal because:         

              

               

 I did not do anything illegal. 

YOUR CONVICTION(S) 

1. What crime(s) were you wrongfully convicted of?   

              

              

              

               

2. Date of conviction:             

3. How long is your sentence?           

4. What is your expected release date?          

5. Where were you convicted? (City, County, State):        

               

6. Do you claim to be actually innocent of all of the above charges?  ☐ Yes ☐ No  

7. If not, which charge(s) are you innocent of:         

               

8. Were you involved at all in any of the crimes for which you are now in prison?  ☐ Yes ☐ No 

9. If yes, explain how you were involved:         
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10. Do you have any co-defendants?  ☐ Yes ☐ No 

11. If yes, what are their names:           

               

12. Did you have any past convictions before this case? ☐ Yes ☐ No 

13. If yes, please list them:           

              

              

               

14. Please provide the name of any attorney who helped you on your case (trial and appeals): 

              

              

               

CASE DETAILS 

15. When did the alleged crime happen?           

16. Where did the alleged crime happen?          

17. Were you at the scene of the alleged crime? ☐ Yes ☐ No 

18. Who was the alleged victim?            

19. Did you know the alleged victim? ☐ Yes ☐ No 

20. If yes, how?             

               

21. Did you do any part of the alleged crime? ☐ Yes ☐ No 

22. If no, explain what really happened:           

              

              

               

23. Why do you think the police or prosecutor said you did the crime? 
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24. How did the police, prosecutor, or victim say you were connected to the alleged crime?   

              

              

              

               

25. What kind of evidence was used in your case? (Check all that apply)   

☐ Someone picked me out of a lineup 

☐ A co-defendant said I did it 

☐ The alleged victim said I did it 

☐ Police said I confessed 

☐ Someone in the jail said I told them I did it  

☐ The police said they found my fingerprints 

☐ The police said they found my DNA 

☐ The police said they found my hair/fiber evidence 

☐ Other:             

               

26. Did the police or crime lab do any testing on evidence? ☐ Yes ☐ No 

27. If yes, what kind of testing?           

               

28. Were any of these types of forensic evidence used in your case? (Check all that apply)   

☐ 911 call analysis 

☐ Arson investigation 

☐ Ballistics (firearms or bullets) 

☐ Bitemark comparison 

☐ Bloodstain or blood spatter analysis 

☐ Crime scene reconstruction 

☐ Hypnosis or memory recovery 

☐ Microscopic hair comparison 

☐ Shaken baby syndrome or abusive head trauma 

☐ Toolmark analysis (matching marks from tools or weapons) 

☐Other:              
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29. Did the police, or anyone else, question or interrogate you?  ☐ Yes ☐ No 

30. If yes, about how long did the questioning last?        

               

31. Did you ask to speak with a lawyer?  ☐ Yes ☐ No 

32. Were you threatened, promised something, or pushed to say something? ☐ Yes ☐ No 

33. If yes, please explain:            

              

               

34. Did you confess to something you didn’t do?  ☐ Yes ☐ No 

35. If yes, why?             

              

               

TRIAL AND APPEALS 

36. Did you go to trial? ☐ Yes ☐ No 

37. If no, explain why not:            

              

               

38. List the charges you went to trial on and whether you were found guilty:   

a. ____________________________________ ☐ Guilty ☐ Not Guilty 

b. ____________________________________ ☐ Guilty ☐ Not Guilty 

c. ____________________________________ ☐ Guilty ☐ Not Guilty 

d. ____________________________________ ☐ Guilty ☐ Not Guilty 

39. Did you testify at trial? ☐ Yes ☐ No 

40. If no, why not?             

              

               

41. What was your defense?           
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42. Did the alleged victim testify at trial? ☐ Yes ☐ No 

43. If no, are you aware why not?           

               

44. Did you file an appeal? ☐ Yes ☐ No 

45. Did you file anything else in court after your appeal? ☐ Yes ☐ No 

46. If yes, explain what you filed and what happened:         

              

               

INNOCENCE AND NEW EVIDENCE 

47. Why are you innocent of the crime?           

              

              

              

               

48. Where were you at the time of the crime?          

              

              

               

49. Who can prove where you were?  Please give their name and contact information.   

              

              

               

50. Is there any new evidence that was not used at trial that could help show you are innocent?   

              

              

              

               

51. When did you learn about this evidence?         

              

               

52. Would you agree to DNA testing if it could prove your innocence? ☐ Yes ☐ No 
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53. Who else might know something that proves your innocence?   

Name:                 

What they know:             

Did they testify? ☐ Yes ☐ No If no, why not?        

              

               

How can we reach them?           

                

Add more people on extra pages if needed. 

CASE MATERIALS 

Please check the documents or materials below that you could make available to us if we 

requested them. Do NOT send us any documents or materials now or at any time until 

and unless we request them. 

☐ Pretrial Hearing Transcripts    ☐ Police Reports 

☐ Trial or Plea Transcripts     ☐ Presentence Report 

☐ Sentencing Transcript  

☐ Physical Evidence, Laboratory, or Medical Reports  

☐ Other:               

 

54. If you do not have some of these documents but someone else does, please provide us 

with the name, address, and telephone number of the person who does have them and tell 

us which of the above documents this person has.        

              

               

55. If you have a loved one or a supporter who you would like to authorize us to speak to about 

the status of the review of your case, please list their contact information here.   

              

               

FOR US TO SCREEN YOUR CASE, YOU WILL NEED TO READ AND SIGN THE FORM 

ON THE NEXT PAGE AND MAIL IT BACK TO US WITH THE REST OF THE FORM YOU 

JUST FILLED OUT. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 9 of 9 
 

GREAT NORTH INNOCENCE PROJECT 
Release and Authorization 

 

By signing this form, you allow the Great North Innocence Project (GNIP) and the people 

working with us to collect and review information about you and your case. This helps us decide 

whether we can move forward in investigating your claim of innocence. 

GNIP staff, volunteer attorneys, law students, investigators, experts, and other helpers may 

review your case. Law students may do much of the work, but they are always supervised by an 

attorney. 

By signing, you give permission for GNIP and the people working with us to talk to and 

request information from: 

• Your current and former attorneys; prosecutors, courts, and court staff; law enforcement and 

corrections officials; witnesses, experts, and innocence organizations; and your family members or 

other support people. 

 

This includes records such as: 

• Legal files and court transcripts; police reports and witness statements; prison and correctional 

records; and medical and mental health records.  

 

You also allow your former attorneys to share your case files with GNIP, even if those files are normally 

protected by attorney-client privilege. 

 

Privacy and Confidentiality 

Information you share with GNIP is confidential.  At this stage, GNIP has not agreed to represent you 

in court.  GNIP may stop investigating your case at any time.  GNIP is not responsible for filing court 

documents or meeting legal deadlines while reviewing your case. 

 

How Information May Be Used 

Investigate your claim of innocence. Work with experts or volunteers helping on your case. Teach law 

students about wrongful convictions. Share updates with our board, funders, or the public, but we will 

not share identifying details about you without your permission 

 

Length of This Authorization 

This authorization will last for 10 years unless you cancel it sooner. You may revoke (cancel) this 

authorization at any time by writing to GNIP. 

 

Acknowledgment 

• I am asking GNIP to review my case, but GNIP is not my lawyer at this time. 

• Important deadlines may pass while GNIP reviews my case. 

• I may cancel this authorization in writing at any time. 

 

Signature:          Date: _____________________ 

 

Printed Name:         OID Number: _______________ 


